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Resurrection Parish
Challenging the newly arrived to think about God
Daniel S. Sormani CSSp

PHILIPPINES

C

ement bags, shovels, iron rods
and wooden molds everywhere.
My little one-room temporary rectory is covered in sand
and dust. Trying to clean it is an exercise in
futility.
Yes, we’re building again!
This time it’s a beautiful grotto for Our
Lady of China, a typical Chinese kiosk that
you enter by going through the meditation
garden, walking on the red wooden bridge
that takes you over the fish pond filled with
carp and Japanese koi. On the other side of
the church, on land we recently purchased,
the beginnings of the three-storey parish
offices, formation centre, and rectory are
being laid.
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Heart and soul involvement
As always, the parishioners are amazing,
volunteering to oversee all the work, tirelessly fundraising, getting involved heart
and soul.
But the physical building and construction we’ve been slowly doing since 1998,
when the bishop asked us to get land and
form a parish for Chinese-Filipinos, has
been nothing compared to the building of
a community, a spiritual home that has
become a central part of our lives.

New Chinese immigrants
What is new in the Resurrection of the
Lord Chinese-Filipino Catholic Com munity, our strong missionary outreach?
In recent years the Philippines has welcomed a wave of immigrant Chinese from

the mainland. Unlike those Chinese who
came here after the political upheaval of
the Communist victory, or, before them,
those who came poor and hungry, hoping
for a better life, the new Chinese immigrants come with money they’ve saved over
the years, and immediately open big stores.
Iligan now is dotted with them.
Coming from the mainland, most have
no religious identity. But their cultural
identity and language draws them to us,
and so we are learning what it means to be
a parish community busy in first evangelization: making the gospel known to those
who have never heard it.

Think about God
Because of the large number of parishioners who are married to Buddhists and
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Taoists or whose parents follow those beliefs, we are used to the best of ecumenical
relationships. But most of the newly arrived Chinese have no particular belief and
have never been challenged to think about
God. Until now!
Members of our parish family reach out
to them in so many ways and invite them
to get to know God, to come and see for
themselves the goodness of the Lord. Many
of the parishioners who normally speak
Fookien at home, have been brushing up
their Mandarin skills to welcome the newly
arrived.

Fr. Dan
Sormani with
Resurrection's
Chinese
seminarians.

More questions than answers
As always, journeying with people seeking the Holy is a blessed and humbling experience. I recently gave Chinese Bibles to
two young women who know almost nothing about Jesus or Christianity. Like most,
they had never even spoken to a priest, let
alone set foot in a church, until now. They
have more questions than I have answers,
but lucky for me these women are from
Fujian Province, so we can speak Fookien
Chinese. They often come for Mass and
even help our choir sing in Mandarin.
The younger of the two told me she has
decided that there really is a God, and that
God is loving and here with us, just like
Jesus says in the Bible. Then she told me
that every noon when she hears the
Angelus bell (they live near the church) she
thinks: “God is right here with me!” How
beautiful. And how challenging. When I
hear the noon Angelus bell, I think: “Lunch
now!” I always learn so much from the
people around me.
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Our parish makes
the gospel known
to those who have
never heard it
Adopting seminarians
For the last three years we’ve been greatly blessed by seminarians from Mainland
China. We were asked if we could “adopt”
them for their semester break, introducing
them to parish life in a cross-cultural setting and all it entails. They are a joy and a
source of great blessing for the parish.
They’re an invaluable help in our outreach to the new wave of Chinese immigrants, a real inspiration to our youth
group, a big help to our choirs, and their
yearly seminar on Spirituality and Chris-

tianity in China is always the most widely
attended seminar we offer, attracting
Catholics, Protestants, Buddhists, Taoists,
and those who aren’t quite sure yet what
they believe. Most of all, they are wonderful young men who’ve had to make incredible sacrifices joyfully, and are so obviously
in love with God and all God’s creation.
The first of Resurrection’s seminarians
to graduate, Joseph, stopped in Taiwan on
his way home to the mainland. He enjoyed
an evening with our Spiritan brothers there
and is hoping for more collaboration between his home diocese and the Spiritans.
The Holy Spirit certainly knows how to
connect the dots … Mainland China, the
Philippines, and Taiwan.
The name of the parish says it all:
Resurrection! New life, new joys, new
blessings! The Lord keeps pouring new
wine into our new wineskins. I
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